the active members were the following; - Vance and Eunice Sanders,
Page Taylor, Ida, Elbert, and Claud Carroll, Sybil and Xennie Brady,
Blanche and Durwood Johnson, Grace and Bradly Wright, Merdyth, Sallie
and Charles McCullers, Elizabeth, Florence and James Batts, Luna and
Mallie Penny, Annie and Kenneth Williams and Lillie Wrenn. Again
there was a declining period when this group grew up, and some went
away to achool, and others entered into marriage in the early 192(Ps.
The third time it was revived by the efforts of Evelyn McCullers, Pearl
Johnson, Vivian Wrenn, Mozell Godwin, Huth MeCullers, Durwood and
Allen Harper, Nell Wrenn, Willard Williams, Christene Barbour, Charles
Dixon, Carl Moore, Joe McCullers, and Maylon Johnzon. As these left
the community for school and mamiage in the early and middle 1930°s,
there was another recession of the League. The fourth time it was given
impetus by the efforts of Barbara Taylor, Mary Louwise Johnson, Doris
Carroll, Julia Carroll, Lillian Ogburn, Christine Carroll, Dorothy Ogburn,
Particia Taylor, Dorothy Boone, and Meredith Godwin., After this group
grew older, Doris Stevens took up the leadership, followed by her voung-
er brothers and sisters, James, Beltie Jean, Lewis, Hazel, and Linda
Stevens, Other participants at thizs time were Amne Hobby, Geraldine
Brady,Marie Parrish, Barbara Anne Barbour, Carclyn and Larry Williams,
and Audrey Godwin. During the vears that the League was kept flourish-
ing by these voung people, the name was changed to the Methodist Youth
Fellowship. As this group grew into adult-hood, the M.Y.I'. was taken
over hy Barbara Anne Johnson, Karen and Robin Ward, Patricia and
Paulette Johnson, Billie Rose Penny, Billy and Jane Britt, David and
Joe Broughton, Danny and Jane Dean, Donald Johnson, Morris Jones,
Ireddie MeDaniel, and Beverly Grissom: and has continued to flourish
up to the ‘present time. Billie Rose Penny is the present President:
Beverly Grissom, Vice-President; Jane Britt, Treasurer; Jane Dean,
the secretary; and Beverly Grissom. Chairman of Christian Social Con-
cerns. There are also two groups of Junior M.Y.F. organized for the
Younger ones.

In the second decade of the 1900°s, we young people of Mt. Zion
Methodist, Shiloh Baptist, Oakland Preshytery, and Pleasant Grove
Baptist met jointly in one of the five churches on each fifth Sunday
night. What glorious meetings and wonderful times we did have!

The young people have always planned projecis to help in the
church programs. In the 1920°s we put on a drive to purchase a new
piano for the sanctuary, as the old reed organ was about *“playved out®
with use and “*mice™. We put on ice cream suppers and raised money
every way we could, but in the end the older people came to our aid
to finish paying for it. During the second decade of the 1900°s, the
League, headed by Nancy McCullers, also raised the money and placed
an arch over the church driveway with the name and founding date of
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the Church insecribed thereon. This arch was destroyed by a windstorm
a few years later. Too, the young people have presented many inspiring
programs which were enjoyed by the older people, as well as the young
ones. The M.Y.F. of the present time has placed a new marker on the
Church lawn and has bought an electrie organ for the sanctuary.

For many summers delegates from the Mt. Zion Epworth League
and Methodist Youth Fellowships have attended the Assembly at Louis-
burg College or Duke University. Some of those who have been delegates
were Emily Taylor, Kathryn Brady, Merdyth MeCullers, Vivian Wrenn,
Evelyn McCullers, Barbara Taylor, Louise Johnson, Shirley Godwin,
Linda and Hazel Stevens, Patricia and Paulette Johnson, Billie Penny,
Sherrill Jones, and Jane Dean. These assemblies always fired them
with greater zeal to further the work of the organization and to more
completely serve their Heavenly Father and their fellowmen.

The Woman’s Organization,
as far as can be determined, and
as has already been stated was
first established in 1913, Ruth C.
Taylor, (later Mrs. J. H. Massey)
and Sarah Smith Brady, (Mrs. H.B.)
were the instigators for this
organization with Miss Ella Fure
as the first President. Miss Eure
was followed by Ruth Cornelia
Taylor, Sarah Smith Brady, Ada
Gower Wright, Mary Smith Sanders,
Leute Willis McCullers, and Lizzie
Sanders. This**Ladies Aid Society™
disbanded during World War I, and
for several years there was no
woman’s organization in the com-
munity. Just prior to World War 1.
an interdenominational club was formed as the  “Good Neighbor Club®.
These Ladies served all the related churches in visiting the sick,
serving meals to the sick, as well as for the bereaved, furnished food
and clothing for the needy, and raised funds for the Church which had
the most urgent project under way.

The Mt. Zion Woman’s Society of Christian Service was organized in
1951 under the pastorate of the Rev. J. W. Garrison, Merdyth McCullers
Lane became the first President, followed by Mary Hocutt Taylor, Evelyn
Knott Stevens, Christine Waring Walker, Lena Barbour Stevens. Marie
Parrish Godwin, Odell McGee Penny, Lorene Wood Grissom. Mabel
Parrish Johnson, and Mary Louise Johnson. The Women have done much
to improve the appearance of the Lord’s House and they, with the help
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Ruth Tayler Massey (Mrs. J. H.)






