gift, one had to be drawn up and recorded. The land swrrounding the
Church property had been bought in the early 1900°s by John T. Wrenn,
son of William G. Wrenn, who was a lifedong member of the community,
and first wife, Arenetta Holland Wrenn, At the time the deed was needed
the land belonged to John Wrenn's widow, Eula Jones Wrenn, and her
brother, E. Street Jones. Mrs. Wrenn and Mr. Jones are children of the
late Rev. Mr. J. A. T. Jones, a Primitive Baptist Minister of the com-
munity for move than fiftv yvears, and Sarash Barnes Jones, a life-long
member of Mt Zion.

The trustees, who were at that time, Thomas Lane MceCullers,
Percey L. Wood, Zonas H. Thigpen, and J, Claud Carroll, contacted Mrs,
Wrenn and Mr. Jones, who had previously moved away, and secured the
Church deed. In addition to the two acres set aside by John Leach,
Mrs. Wrenn and Mr. Jones generously added almost four-tenths of an acre
so that the Church Property would border on the new N.C. Highway #50.

On September 2, 1944, for **Consideration of $10.00 and Other
Valuable Considerations®, a warranty deed was issued to the Trustees
of Mt. Zion Methodist Church for 2.35 acres of land and was duly re-
corded in the Books of Johnston County, Book of Deeds 459, page 229,
Sp after more than a hundred years, a deed was properly recorded for
the Church property.

In 1947, under the Pastorate of the Rev, Mr. N. P. Edens, the build-
ing plans were again taken up. The Committee was composed of Durwood
C. Johnson, 8r., Thomas L. MeCullers, Alfred T. Taylor, Sr., Roberl A,
Stevens, Perey L. Wood, Dexter D, Penny, Zonas H. Thigpen, and Ruth
MeCullers McEachern. The plans were drawn up and approved by the
Duke Foundation, and Herbert Wrenn, son of William G.Wrenn and second
wife, FKlla Stevens Wrenn, was hired as contractor.

By hard work and gifts of members and former members, friends,
and the Duke Foundation, over 17 000 was raized and work was at last
begun on the new sanctuary. During the period of building, Mt. Zion
was served by three pastors; namely, N. P. Edens, R. G. L. Edwards,
and J. W. Garrison. Each one played a great pard ininspiring the members
on to victory. | ior of Mt. Zion
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Thiz Sanctuary was fashioned along the traditional lines of the
Ancient Gothic Cathedrals which were in the form of a Cross known as
the Cruciform Church, The old Church formed the transverse Arms
which includes the Altar, Chancel, Choir Lofts, and North and South
Transepts with the eastern half, back of the pulpit, left for Sunday
School rooms. The new addition, inserted into the West Center of the
old Church, forme the upright part of the Cross and includes the Nave,
aisles and vestibule. The South Transept can be closed off from the
Sanctuary and used as a classroom when the need arises and the North
Transcept has been furnished as the Pastor's study.

The old part of the Church was hrick veneered, leaving the original
structure intact. The new part was built of cement blocks and also brick
veneered, The Church is covered with a gabled roof and a steeple is
over the vestibule. The interior is finished with Gothic Arches and
designs. The stained glass windows are of Gothic style and depict the
symbols of the Methodist Church, A Gothic arch centered with a cross
forms the background for the Altar. The pews, chancel railing, Altar,
and Chancel furnishings are all designed in the Gothic style. The wood-
work is finished in natural pine, the walls are plastered, the lighting
fixtures are of the Cathedral type, and the Church is heated with hot air.

The building was (inished with all outstanding indebledness paid
off, and dedicated to the Glory of God on June 24, 1951. Bishop Paul
M. Garber made the dedicatory address assisted by E. B. Fisher,
superintendent, and J. W. Garrison, Pastor. Mr. Fisher was born while
his father, Hev. G. W. Fisher, was pastor of ML, Zion during 1902 —
1905, Because of this, we feel that he is doubly a member of our Church
family, and it was truly a joy to have him as our Superintendent for this
momentous occasion. Many friends and former members attended this
dedication, and following the service, a fellowship dinner was served
on the grounds.

Great rejoicing and thankfulness was felt by all. It was truly a
great day for the Mt Zion people.

"How lovely is Thy dwelling place,
0 Lord of Hosts to me,
The tabermaciles of Thy grace,
How pleasant Lord they be'’
Psalm 84:1 (in metre)
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IF WE ONLY UNDERSTO0D

Could we but draw back the curtaims
That surround each other's lives,
See the naked heart and spirit,
KEnow what spur the action gives,
Often we should find it better,
Purer than we judge we should;
We should love each other better
If we only underatood.

Could we judge all deeds by molives,
See the good and bad within,
Often we should love the sinner
All the while we loathe the sin;
Could we know the powera working
To o'erthrow integrity,
We should judge each other's errors
With more patient charity.

If we knew the care and trials,
Knew the efforts all in valn,
And the bitter disappointment,
Understood the loss and gain-
Would the grim, eternal roughness
Seem, I wonder, just the samae?
Should we help where now wa hinder?
Should we pity where we blame?

Ah! we judge ecach other harshly,

Knowing not life's hidden force,
Knowing not the fount of action

Is less turbld at lts source;
Seeing not amid the evil

All the golden grains of good,
And we'd love each other better

If we only understood.
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THE ANNEX
(1957-1961)

The Apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 3:6 that, **I have planted,
Apollos Watered, but God gave the increase’”. As it was true with Paul
in his works, even so it has been true with all Christian efforts in every
age. Many of those who have planted and watered at Mt. Zion have been
called to their eternal rest, and others are now planting and watering,
but God still gives the increase.

The members soon realized that the enlarged Sanctuary and use of
the East side of the old church for elassrooms was not adequate room
for the growing membership, and some means of expansion needed to he
made. In order to make room for this expansion of the Church plant,
more land was needed.

Rev. and Mrs. J. D, A, Autry
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