Our most precicus charges are always offered to God il we truly
love Him. This has been expressed so beautifully by an unknown poet -
but as | remember, having been recited by Sarah Lane McCullers at Mt.
Zion when she was three yvears old.

What shall | give Him as poor as [ am?
If | were a shepherd, I'd give Him o lamb,
If I were @ wiseman, 1I'd do my part;

What shall | give Him?

I give Him my beart.”’

And truly ourbabies are our very hearts,



ALL THINGS BEAUTIFUL

All things-bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wize and wonderful—
The Lord God made them all

Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings—

He made their glowing colors,
He made their tiny winga.

The purple-headed mountain,
The river running by,

The morning and the sunset
That lighteth up the sky;

The tall trees in the greenwood,
The pleasant summer sun,

The ripe fruits in the garden—
He made them every one.

He gave ug eyes to see them,
And lips, that we might tell
How great is God Almighty,
Who hath made all things well.
—ecll Fronces Aleronder.



THE CEMETERY
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Mt. Zion Cemetery

"The Good Shepberd's Care”

Throwgh the Valley of the Shadow,
Their Good Shepherd was nearby,
As they kept thelr main engagement,
Man's appointment once fo die.

His staf{ and rod were comforting
As they jelt His gentle bold

And followed Him lo safely

In the shelier uf the fold.

{ See dhe 23rd Psalml
Rachael Dryden Sherat

Very dear to our hearts is the sacred earth in which our loved ones
are laid to rest. The Cemetery is often called *“*God's Acre” and to us
it really is. As the ahove poem by Mrs. Sherratt expresses, their Shep-
herd takes their hands and leads them there. Mrs. Sherratt, who is re-
membered by many who are living today and is now sleeping her **Sleep
in Jesus'. often came to Mt. Zion and always read one of her lovely
poems as part of the Memorial Service on Home Coming Day. Her home
was in Philadelphia and she was the wife of William Sherratt. {(Their
only son, William Archabald Sherratt, came down to Raleigh to school
and met and married Evelyn Edward MeCullers, one of Mt, Zion’s daugh-
ters. Evelyn is the daughter of William Edward and Leute W. McCullers.)

After the gift of the additional land by the Rev. and Mrs. Autry, the
Cemetery was enlarged and fenced. The Cemetery Committee leveled
the plots and planted grass which improved the appearance of our
Memorial Garden a great deal. However, as vet, there has been no land-
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scaping done. We hope that in the near future much planting and heauti-
fying will be planned.

Many of the members of the by-gone vears have been borne up the
aisle of Mt. Zion to lie amid myriads of flowers before her sacred altar
as the beloved pastor dedicated their vacated bodies to Godand commend-
ed their departed souls into His Holy keeping. They then have been brought
down again and laid to rest in the Hallowed plot just east of the
Sanctuary. In God’s good time, we, each, who are here today will also
pass down the aisle to our final resting place.

The people of Mt. Zion have never said ““No” when a neighbor
from another church wanted to place his loved one in our Sacred earth
and may the time never come when we have to refuse due to lack of
space. Always, when the need arose there was more land available and
may it ever be so.

In the early years, the plantation owners usually established a
family cemetery near their mansion houses and there are many of these
old cemeteries within a few miles of Mt. Zion. There, awaiting God's
summons on the final day, are resting many of ourillustrious fore-fathers.

The first member to be laid to rest in the Mt. Zion Cemetery was
William Westley Pate in 1896 and since then many others have been en-
tombed there. They and their dates are as follows:

Born — Died
William Wesley Pate 1821 — 1896
Brady, Baby Boy (twin) 1896 — 1896
Brady, Baby Boy (twin) 1596 — 1896
Margaret Avera Pate 1838 — 1895
Johnethan Xennetus Smith 1865 — 1899
Rachel F. Bradley 1838 — 1903
Anderaon Gower 1832 — 1906
Sibvl Avera Smith 1841 — 1909
Baby Mary Christine MeCullers 1909 — 1910
William Connie Batts 1877 — 1911
Bessie Barbour Seagroves 1877 — 1911
McCullers, Baby Boy {(Lwin) 1911 = 1911
MeCullers, Bahy Girl (twin) 1911 — 1911
Mavis Christine Stevens 1911 = 1912
Samuel Walton Smith 1836 — 1912
Baby Hollis Battle Wright 1913 - 1914
Bahy Prince 1914 — 1914
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