Included in the 1977 Smithfield Bicentennial record of the Johnston
County Churches as reported in the Smithfield Herald by Editor Tom J.
Lassiter on April 26, 1977, we find this account of Mt. Zion:

“The oldest Methodist Church in the County - Mt. Zion in western
Johnston, founded in 1809 - owes its origin to the Leaches of Leachburg
Flantation.”

We are thankful and proud that our Church has continued in the work of
our Lord for so many years.

Christmas 1974 - Mt. Zion in the snow.

“Only fear the Lord.
And serve Him in truth,
With all your heart;
for consider what great things
He hath done for you."
[ Samuel 12:24

And from Psalms 48, Verse 2:
“Beautiful for situation,
The joy of the whole earth,
Is Mt. Zion - - -."

May we ever strive to reach this situation and joy.
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EARLY HISTORICAL ITEMS OF
VALUE AND INTEREST

“Remove not the ancient landmark,
Which Thy Fathers have set.”
Proverbs 22:28

Bits and pieces of very interesting references to Mt. Zion Chureh have
been unearthed since Volume [ was completed in 1966. So, again comes to
mind the poem by G.H. Holland:

“Heaven is not reached by a single bound,
But we build the ladder by which we rise
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies,
And we mount to its summit, round by round.”

One of these items is concerning a Masonic Lodge Meeting held near Mt.
Zion in May 1873. The meeting was called to pay last tribute to Dr. John
Sanders Leach who had died in January 1873. This meeting was held at the
home of his father, Dr. James T. Leach. The forty members who were pre-
sent were formed in *regular procession and marched to Mt. Zion Church,
one-half mile away, where Rev. W.H. Bobbit of the Conference of North
Carolina preached an able and interesting discourse”. (The Rev. Mr. Bobbit
was the Mt. Zion Pastor.)

The above recorded memorial service took place a hundred and six vears
ago and the account of this event was found in the Old Masonic Minute
Book of 1870 - 1876. Mr. C.5. Coats reported thisina 1974 Smithfield Herald.

Another item of importance and interest was found in an 1887 copy of the
Smithfield Herald concerning the “Johnston County S5.5. Society”™. It is
copied verbatim as follows:

“At the regular semi-annual meeting of the Johnston County Sunday
School Society of the Methodist Episeopal Church South, held at Mt. Zion
Church, October 29th and 30th, 1887, the following resolution was adopted:
EResolved, ‘that a copy of the minutes of this Conference be furnished to the
Raleigh Christian Advocate and Smithfield Herald for publication.' In
compliance with the above, [ respectfully transmit the following:

“Conference called to order by Vice-President G.A. Turner. Music - ‘Fa-
ther While We Come To Thee'. Prayer by the President. C.E. McCullers
appointed Secretary Pro Tem. The roll of delegates being ecalled, it was
found that there was not a guorum. On motion of J.M. Turner, the Brethern
present resolved themselves into a Sunday School Conference. On motion,
the Chair appointed Brothers J.M. Turner, B.W. Young, and C.E. McCullers
a Committee on Programme. On motion, the Chair appointed Brothers A.D.
Taylor and J .M. Turner to assign homes to delegates. On motion, Conference
adjourned for one hour.,

“Afternoon session opened with prayer by Brother A.D. Taylor, The Chair
announced that there being only three schools represented owing to the in-
clemency of the weather that the receiving and reading of reports would be
dispensed with, and the discussion of queries would be in order. On motion,
the query, ‘Is The True Spirit of Liberality Sufficiently Inculeated in Our

15



Sunday Schools? was taken up and discussed at some length by Brothers
Young, J.M. Turner, and A.D. Taylor after which the Chair made some very
interesting and instructive remarks. On motion of Brother Turner, the
subgect was laid over for further disecussion. On motion. Conference ad-
journed to meet at ten o'clock Sunday morning, October 30th, 1887,

“Conference convened pursuant to adjournment; President, G.A. Turner,
in the Chair. Music - ‘0, Worship the Lord". Prayer by Rev. E. Pope, of
Newton Grove Mission. Boll of schools ealled, Eight officers and delegates
responded. On motion, the Chair appointed a committee of three on cre-
dentials and to receive reports. Only three schools reported. Query, ‘Does the
Subject of Missions Receive Proper Attention in Our Sunday Schoolz? being
called, elicited real soul stirring speeches by Brethren B.W. Young, Rev. E.
Pope and A.D. Taylor which resulted in the adoption of the following resolu-
tion:

“Resolved, that the importance of missions receive greater emphasis and
the Secretary of this Conference be instructed to procure from our Puhblish-
ing House in Nashville, Tenn., leaflets and pamphlets upon this subject to
supply this Conference.’

“Corinth, on the Clayton Circuit, was elected as the place for holding the
next Conference; fifth Sunday and Saturday before in April 1888, On
maotion, the Secretary was instructed to transmit reports from schools to the
President of the Conference and supgest the importance of calling a meeting
of the Conference on the [ifth Sunday in January to elect officers for the
ensuing vear. On motion of B.W. Young, Conference adjourned with Long
Meter Doxelogy and prayver.

(.A. Turner, President
C.E, MeCullers, Sec’y Pro Tem”

Charles Edward MeCullers, Alfred Dickerson Tavlor.
1844 - 1914 15843 - 1930

An artiele was found concerning the old Johnston Academy at Mt Zion
which was often called the “Mt. Zion Academy”. This school was established
prior to the Civil War and was built on land donated by Dr. James T. Leach
just north of the Church. {This information was recorded in 1288 by Superin-
tendent of Johnston County Schools, Mr. Mebane, in his “Historical Account
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